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Sculpture and related drawings by contemporary American artist Dennis 
Oppenheim are on view in the Museum's Gallery 40 through January 4, 1987* 
Oppenheim (born 1938) , who now lives and works in New York City, recently 
completed a sculpture for the Standard Oil Company's new corporate 
headquarters in downtown Cleveland. The twelve works in this exhibition, 
executed by the artist within the past six years, were lent by the Sander 
Gallery of New York and a private collector. 

A 1980 scale model of Final Stroke — Project for a Glass Factory looks 
like a mechanical device with a practical use. However, its working parts — 
cables, pulleys, chutes, and wagons transporting materials — lack any logical 
relationship. The work conveys a dynamic energy that may be interpreted as a 
metaphor for the creative thought process — a reference to the artist's mental 
energy as it is applied to the process of making an object. Also exhibited are 
two related drawings, both titled Study for Final Stroke . 

The six large, mixed-media drawings in the show exist as supplements to 
the three-dimensional works — rather than as preliminary studies — and contain 
notes by the artist about the materials used, construction of the piece, or 
the proposed site. Also included are three 1984 sculptures from Oppenheim 's 
Rolling Explosion series, made of steel, aluminum, and wood; two large 
drawings of Rolling Explosion ; a 1984 sculpture. Woven Explosion #8 (Mondrian 
Under Pressure) , which is similar to the work at Standard Oil; and a related 
drawing. The show was organized by Tom Hinson, curator of contemporary art. 

For additional information or black-and-white photographs, please contact the 
Public Informtion Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340 


